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World War II veteran has luck of the draw
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— 89-year-old draws three hunting tags, fills two —

BOBBY GUTIERREZ

By BOBBY GUTIERREZ
bobby@theheraldtimes.com

MEEKER I World War II veteran Dale
States, 89, has been hunting all his life but
this was the first time he drew tags for antelope, deer and elk all in the same year. States
had already filled his antelope and deer tags
but needed a place to hunt to try and fill the
private land cow elk tag he had drawn for
area 211.
“I’d been hunting all my life but this year
was the first time I drew tags for all three,”
the Navy veteran said.
States said he filled his antelope tag north
of Steamboat Springs near the Wyoming border and one of his 14 grandkids helped him
harvest a 5x5 buck near Craig, using his military 06.
States, who lives in the Denver area, said
he drove to Meeker a couple of weeks ago to
look for a place to hunt elk.
This past September States took a

Veteran’s Honor flight to Washington, D.C.,
and met Meeker’s Bill Smith, who went on
the Honor Flight as a guardian for the veterans.
“The Honor flight was wonderful,”
States said. “They picked me up at my house
and everything was free; the flight, the food
and the hotel. I remembered Bill was from
Meeker so I called the group from the Honor
Flight and they gave me Bill’s phone number.”
States said he called and left a message
for Smith and told him what he was looking
for when Smith called back.
“Bill then got ahold of Joe (Gutierrez, a
guide for Strawberry Creek Outfitters and an
Army veteran himself) and Joe made
arrangements with Jason (Steiner, owner of
Stage Stop) to have it processed,” States said.
“They are real plugged in here and it was all
free.”
“It was an honor take him out, a small
thank you for what he did to keep our great

nation safe,” Gutierrez said. “Russell and
Mary Edith (Stacey, owners of Strawberry
Creek Outfitters) said he was welcome to
come hunt with us as long as he was able
and the way he’s going, he might outlast us
all.”
States grew up in Pennsylvania and said
he was graduated from high school at the
age of 16.
“I grew up in Canoe Ridge, Penn.,
ground hog country and walked six miles to
high school,” States said. “I think they gave
me a diploma out of pity.”
States joined the Navy shortly thereafter
and served from 1941 to 1946.
“The USS North Carolina battleship was
commissioned April 9, 1941, and I went
aboard April 21, 1941,” States said of the
battleship, considered then the world’s greatest sea weapon at the time. “We sailed
around on shakedown crews in the Atlantic
and I was on board when they fired all nine
of the 16-inch guns and 10, five-inch guns in

(Left) World War II Navy veteran Dale States scopes the hillsides looking for elk.
The 89-year-old veteran uses a walking stick made from the teak wood deck of the
battleship North Carolina. States said the walking stick was made by one of his
shipmates Paul Wieser, after the battleship was restored in 1999. “Paul is no longer
with us but I called his wife and told her I used the stick to steady my gun and I
shot my antelope this year,” States said. (Far left) Strawberry Creek Outfitters’
guide Joe Gutierrez, an Army veteran, had Navy veteran Dale States positioned for
a shot but the elk never came into view. States had trouble with his military 06 rifle
and did get a shot off but States said “it wandered off.” (Above) Dale States came
to Meeker with one of his sons-in-law, Bob Shaver, to hunt elk. States was thankful
to Stage Stop owner Jason Steiner for offering to process his meat for free. “The
people here in Meeker have been wonderful to me.”

one blast and that’s why I don’t hear so well
now.”
States said he returned home to a “Dear
John” letter. He remarried on Oct. 26, 1946,
and was married for 62 years before his second wife passed away in 2009.
States had seven children: six daughters
and one son. He outlived two daughters,
raised two of his 14 grandchildren and now
has seven great-grandchildren. States said
two of his daughters had tuberculosis,
prompting a move to Colorado in 1963,
where he went to work at Rocky Flats. States
said he has survived “six cancers” including
bone cancer in his neck and two ribs, prostate
cancer and two facial cancers. He was given
two to three years to live by doctors back in
1981.
“The Lord healed me and here I am,”
States said with a smile. “I get scans every
six months and the doctor told me ‘I could

forget I ever had it,’ but you never know.”
States said he met his current wife
Caroline “on the computer” in June 2011.
“She is a wonderful lady,” States said.
“We were married Oct. 1, 2011 and we have
been honeymooning ever since.”
States said he raised his family and loves
to spend time hunting and fishing and was
not disappointed he did not fill his elk tag
this year, although he did get a shot.
“Joe sure did his part,” States, who has
harvested many elk before said. “I had a perfect shot, it just wandered off.”
States came hunting with his son-in-law
Bob Shaver, a U.S. Air Force veteran who
lives in Grand Junction.
“Everything was wonderful,” States said.
“The people here in Meeker have been wonderful to me.”
Hopefully, States will be successful next
year.

Hunters in GMU 22 advised of capture operation
Special to the Herald Times

MEEKER I As part of an ongoing mule deer study in the Piceance
Basin, Colorado Parks and Wildlife
will be conducting helicopter capture and collaring operations in
Game Management Unit 22, beginning in early December. Hunters
heading to this area for a late-season
hunt are advised that capture opera-

tions may affect a portion of their
hunt. The Piceance Basin is located
southwest of Meeker and contains
one of the largest natural gas fields
in the United States in addition to
one of the largest migratory mule
deer populations in the country.
Several energy corporations currently own leases throughout this 600
square-mile, big game winter range.
“Capture and collaring opera-

tions are a critical part of our mule
deer study,” said Chuck Anderson,
mammals researcher for Colorado
Parks and Wildlife. “This study
attempts to ascertain the impact
energy development has on our mule
deer population, and the potential
ways we can mitigate those impacts.
Anderson says that although the
capture operation may inconvenience some hunters today, he

reminds hunters of the benefits,
including making future hunts much
more productive for everyone. “We
appreciate everyone’s patience as
we keep working to find some
answers to this challenging situation,” said Anderson. The study,
which began in January 2008 and is
expected to continue through 2018,
is funded and assisted by various
partners including the U.S. Bureau

of Land Management, Colorado
State University, Idaho State
University, multiple energy corporations including Encana, Williams,
Shell, Exxon, Marathon and various
sportsmen’s organizations. For more
information about the capture operation, please contact Colorado Parks
and Wildlife’s office in Meeker at
970-878-6090.
For more information about the

RANGELY PANTHERS

Piceance Basin Mule Deer study,
and other research projects, please
visit:
http://wildlife.state.co.us
/Research/Mammal/Deer/Pages/Dee
r.aspx
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
manages 42 state parks, more than
300 state wildlife areas, all of
Colorado’s wildlife, and a variety of
outdoor recreation. For more information, go to cpw.state.co.us.
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GO PANTHERS!

118 W. Main St., Rangely, CO

RHS Womens’ Basketball

222 W. Main, Rangely, CO

RJH Boys’ Basketball

12/1 @ HOME - Districts - 9:00 am

W.C. Striegel

RHS Mens’ Basketball

17030 Hwy. 64 Rangely, CO

675-8444

MEEKER COWBOYS
COWB
RHS Wrestling

12/1 @ Grand Junction (Mesa Duals)
12/8 @ Soroco
12/14-15 @ Grand Jct. (Warrior Classic)

Rio Blanco
Herald Times

Serving Rio Blanco County

675-5033

Alliance Energy
Service, LLC

100 Chevron Rd., Rangely, CO

675-3010

MHS LADIES BASKETBALL

11/29-12/1 @ Shootout - 3, 4:30, 6, 7:30
12/19 @ HOME vs. Little Snake (V) - 5:30
1/11/13 @ Hotchkiss (JV, V) - 3, 6pm

MHS MEN’S BASKETBALL

11/29 @ Craig - 4:30pm
12/1 @ District Tournament in Rangely

259 Crest, Rangely, CO

675-2259

Ma Famiglia Restaurant
Henry & Kris Arcolesse
410 Market, Meeker, CO

878-4141

White River Electric
Association, Inc.

233 Sixth St., Meeker, CO

878-5041

Watt’s Ranch Market
878-5868

MHS WRESTLING

BMS BOYS’ BASKETBALL

Silver Sage RV &
Mobile Home Park

271 E. Market
Meeker, CO

12/6-8 @ Shootout - 3, 4:30, 6, 7:30
12/13 @ Grand Valley - TBD
12/19 @ HOME vs. Little Snake (JV,V) 4, 7pm
12/1 @ CMU Duals (Grand Junction)
12/8 @ SoRoCo Tournament
12/15 @ West Grand Tournament

First National Bank
of the Rockies
675-8481

11/29-12/1 @ MEEKER Shootout
12/7-12/8 @ Duchesne
12/13 @ HOME Vs. North Park – 4, 5:30

12/6-12/8 @ MEEKER Shootout
12/13 @ HOME Vs. North Park – 4, 5:30
12/14 @ HOME Vs. Baggs - 3:30, 5, 6:30

675-2222

Northwest Auto
Sales & Service

485 Market St., Meeker, CO

SUPPORTYOUR
LOCAL BOOSTERS!

With the support of the business community, we are able to
provide this space for weekly schedules of athletic activities. The support
is greatly appreciated. If we missed contacting you as a booster, please
contact the Herald Times at 878-4017. We can add your name next week.

878-5026

First National Bank
Of The Rockies

White River Convenience

878-5073

878-5353

500 Main, Meeker, CO

793 East Market, Meeker, CO

